Suggestions

If we make a suggestion, it means that we mention a possible course of action to someone. There are a number of expressions which we can use to make suggestions.

How about/what about + -ing?
How about starting a book club?
What about opening your present now?
We often use how about and what about + noun phrase when we make suggestions about food or drink. These suggestions are invitations:

A:

Are you hungry?
B:

Yeah, how about some lunch?
What about a coffee?
Offers of food or drinks

A:

Would you like some cake?
B:

Oh yes, please. It looks delicious.

A:

Can I get you more juice?
B:

No, thanks.

Offers to do something for someone

A:

Shall I wash the car?
B:

Oh, that would be great, thanks.

A:

Would you like me to walk you home?
B:

No, thanks.
We also use let me (the first person singular imperative) to give a direct, more formal suggestion or offer:

Let me move these books out of your way.
Let’s not argue about money. We can share the costs.

Suggest + that-clause

When we suggest an action to someone, we can use a that-clause. In informal situations, that is often left out:

I suggest (that) you leave here around four o’clock. The traffic gets very bad from about 4.30 onwards.
When suggest is in the past, we can use should in the that-clause:

Her doctor suggested that she should reduce her working hours and take more exercise.
Suggest + -ing form

We can use suggest with the -ing form of a verb when we mention an action but do not mention the person who will do it, because it is understood in the context:

She suggested travelling together for safety, since the area was so dangerous.
EXERCISE : What Shall we do?
Put the conversation in order                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        A. Hi Chris, would you like to do something with me this weekend?
B. Sure. What shall we do?
A.

-Great idea! Let's meet there at six.
-That's sounds good to me. Which film shall we see?

-I'd rather not. I don't like violent films. How about going to "Mad Doctor Brown"? I hear it's quite a funny film.

-OK. Let's go see that. When is it on?

-It's on at 8 o'clock at the Rex. Shall we have a bite to eat before the film?
- I don't know. Do you have any ideas?

-OK. I'll see you at 'Michetti's' at six. Bye.

-Let's see "Action Man 4".

-Why don't we see a film?

-Sure, that sounds great. What about going to that new Italian restaurant 'Michetti's'?

-Bye.

Key Vocabulary
Would you like to ...?
(What) shall we go...?
Let's go...
Why don't we go...
How about going...
What about going...

Note: 'Shall we', 'Let's', 'Why don't we' are all followed by the base form of the verb ('go' in the examples), 'How about' and 'What about' are followed by the '-ing' form of the verb ('going' in the examples.

ANSWER:

A. Hi Chris, would you like to do something with me this weekend?
B. Sure. What shall we do?
A- I don't know. Do you have any ideas?

B-Why don't we see a film?

A-That's sounds good to me. Which film shall we see?

B-Let's see "Action Man 4".

A-I'd rather not. I don't like violent films. How about going to "Mad Doctor Brown"? I hear it's quite a funny film.

B-OK. Let's go see that. When is it on?

A-It's on at 8 o'clock at the Rex. Shall we have a bite to eat before the film?

B-Sure, that sounds great. What about going to that new Italian restaurant 'Michetti's'?

A-Great idea! Let's meet there at six.

B-OK. I'll see you at 'Michetti's' at six. Bye.

A-Bye.

